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PULLORUM TESTED POULTRY FLOCKS, 1963 
PULLORUM disease has been virtually eliminated from breeding and hatchery poultry flocks in Western Australia by the annual blood-testing of all birds and 
the destruction of reactors. Only 222 reactors were found in a total of 170,474 birds 
tested this season—an incidence of infection of only 0.13 per cent. 
Adult hens which seem to be perfectly 
healthy may be carriers of the pullorum 
germ and may lay a proportion of infected 
eggs. Chicks hatched from such eggs can 
spread the infection throughout the in-
cubator and cause many deaths among 
young chicks during the first few days 
after hatching. 
A rapid and simple method of blood-
testing has been evolved to aid in the 
detection of carriers. Until 1954 most lead-
ing hatcherymen voluntarily submitted 
their flocks to this test; this led to a 
marked reduction in the incidence of the 
disease. 
Early in 1955, an amendment to the 
Stock Diseases Act made blood-testing 
compulsory for all commercial breeding 
and hatchery flocks. It was required that 
the incidence of infection determined by 
the last test before the start of hatching 
must be less than two per cent. 
Details of the tests from 1948 to 1963 
are given in Table 1. 
TABLE 1 
Tear 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
I960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
Birds 
tested. 
Including 
retests 
51,953 
49,901 
66,062 
81,210 
100,000 
108.452 
118,776 
119,304 
128,401 
135,990 
121,222 
122,369 
129,336 
130,867 
150,800 
170,474 
Reactors 
2,821 
2,839 
3,956 
2,737 
2,535 
1,474 
922 
418 
1,042 
305 
215 
226 
244 
189 
197 
222 
Percentage 
5 43 
5-65 
5-95 
3-37 
2-53 
1 8 6 
0-77 
0-35 
0-81 
0-22 
0 1 8 
0 1 8 
0 1 9 
0 1 4 
0 1 3 
0 1 3 
Cases of 
Pullo'nm 
diagnosed 
at 
laboratory 
51 
62 
34 
23 
6 
2 
2 
TESTED FLOCKS 
This year's test showed an average re-
action of only 0.13 per cent., the same as 
the 1962 figure. 
Only 222 reactors were found in 170,474 
birds tested and 20 of the 61 flocks tested 
were free of reactors at the first test. 
No flocks were retested as they gave a 
reaction of less than two per cent, at the 
first test. 
It is interesting to note that compared 
with last year there was an increase of 
19,674 birds tested in 1963. It is estimated 
that about 45,000 of the birds tested were 
raised solely for the production of poultry 
meat. The estimated corresponding figure 
for last year was only 20,000 birds. 
The type of stock tested and subse-
quently mated to produce either egg-type 
or meat-type chickens is shown in Table 2. 
TABLE 2 
1.—BREEDING STOCK 
(a) Estimate for Egg Type Chickens. 
(1) Australorp 
(2) White Leghorn 
(3) New Hampshlres 
(4) Rhode Island Red .... 
(5) W I . x Aust. Crossbreds 
(6) Various Breeds 
83,832 
18,084 
2,836 
1,745 
1,676 
50 
(b) Estimate for Meat Type Chickens. 
(1) Meat Breeds 
(2) W I . x Aust. Crossbreds 
(3) Australorps 
(4) Light Sussex 
(5) Various Breeds 
108,223 
.... 36,222 
4340 
3.254 
766 
59 
45,141 
(c) Turkeys 
-UNMATED STOCK 
WX. x Aust. Crossbreds .... 
404 
16.706 
Grand Total 170,474 
Until June, 1962 all breeding stock was 
tested between January and June each 
year. Since then with the introduction of 
special meat-type chickens and all year 
round hatching, blood-testing is now done 
during most months. 
All chicks sold in Western Australia must 
be hatched from eggs derived from pul-
lorum tested stock. 
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The breeds of poultry in the various 
flocks that were tested during the year 
ended June 30, 1963, are listed in Table 3 
and are identified by these abbrevia-
tions:— 
Australorp, A; White Leghorn, WL; 
W.L. x Aust. Crossbreds, FX; Rhode Island 
Red, RIR; Light Sussex, LS; Hampshire, 
NH; Various Breeds, VB; Meat Breeds, M; 
Langshan, L. 
TABLE 3 
Pullorum Test Results—Year Ended June 30, 1963 
Name and Address. Breeds. 
Total 
Birds 
Tested. 
Percent-
age of 
Reactors. 
Adams. W. T., Bullsbrook 
Angel, L. T., Mt. Helena 
Barker, G., Wldgee Road, Morley Park 
Bell, C. J., Newburn Road, Malda Vale 
Bell, N. A., Abernethy Road, Cloverdale 
Catherall, W. H. & G. E. F., Taylor Street, Malda Vale 
Chalmers, F. E., Ancanthus Road, Rlverton 
Charlton, A., Spring Road, Kenwick 
Cole, B. & H., Railway Avenue, Kelmscott 
Cole. H., Division Street, Welshpool 
CoUlns, H., Epsom Avenue, Redcllffe 
Conlon, T., Troy Street, Bassendean 
Cook, W. A., Welshpool Road, Welshpool 
Dabelsteln, E. T., Ypres Road, Kelmscott 
Davey, A. E. & J., Eleventh Road, Armadale 
Davey, A. G., Mundljong 
Diamond Farm. Wanneroo Road, Wanneroo 
Fawkes, M. & Son, Wyatt Road, Bayswater 
Fenton. R., Jandakot 
Gorezyorle. J.. Be lmont Avenue. Belmont 
Hakesley, J. H., Gordon Street, Morley Park 
Hampton, A., Scott Street, Kewdale 
Hawkins, E. W., Alcock Street, Maddlngton 
Heggle, L., Wanneroo Road, Wanneroo 
Hlckson, R. H , Amherst Road, Swan View 
Hoult, D. G., Kalamunda Road, Malda Vale 
Hunter Bros., Oats Street, Kewdale 
Johnson B„ Meenah 
Keene. K., Great Eastern Highway, Redcllffe 
Klrwan, E. M., Nlsbet Street, Be lmont 
Kuhlman, R., Mundarlng 
McAullffe, K., Katannlng 
McGrath, W., May Street, Belmont 
McGregor. E. M., Uranium Street. Kewdale 
Mercer. B. M., Gnangara Road. Wanneroo 
Miles. R., Wanneroo Road, Wanneroo 
Muresk Agriculture College, Muresk 
Norrtsh, G., Katannlng 
Oughton, A. W., Malda Vale Road, Forrestfleld .... 
Pierce. P. C , Kenmure Avenue, Bayswater 
Porter, L. S.. Narrogln 
Porter. R.. Klngsway Road, Wanneroo 
Reid, J., Wldgee Road, Morley Park 
Roberts. S. G„ Cohn Street, Carlisle 
Royaards, W., Wanneroo Road. Wanneroo 
Ryan T.. Walllston 
Scudds, J.. Fitzgerald Street, Beechboro 
Singleton, E., Jandakot 
Spackman, R. J., Keymer Street, Belmont 
Swannel l , K. A., Macedonia Street, Naval Base 
Tyler, A., Fitzgerald Street, Beechboro 
Vavra, A., Sydney Street, Wanneroo 
Walters, F. H., Forrestfleld 
Warr, R., Malda Vale 
Wear, R., Kew Street, Kewdale 
Webb, A. S., Malda Vale 
White, C , 34 Frederick Street. Belmont 
Whlttaker, C. E., Yale Road, Kenwick 
Woodard, H., Hughes Street, Canning Vale 
Wright, B. G.. 56 Goddard Street. Victoria Park 
Yates , A., Fu lnam Street. Cloverdale 
A., WL., FX. 
A., WL. 
A., WL., M. 
A., M., FX. 
A., WL., 
RIR., M. 
A., WL. FX. 
A., WL., 
RIR., FX. 
A., WL., FX. 
A., WL. 
A., WL. 
A., WL., 
RIR., L. 
A., WL. 
A., WL., FX. 
A., WL., RIR. 
A., WL., M. 
M., LS., FX., 
NH., VB. 
M. 
A., WL., M., 
A.. WL. 
M. 
A., WL. 
A„ WL., M., 
LS.. NH. 
A., W L , FX. 
A., WL., M. 
A., WL. 
A., WL., M., 
RIR. 
A., WL. 
Turkeys. 
N.H., WL., VB. 
L S . 
FX., WL. 
A., WL. 
A., WL. 
A., WL. 
A., WL. 
A.. WL., M., 
LS. 
Turkeys, A., 
FX. 
Turkeys. 
A., WL. 
A., WL. 
A., WL., M. 
A., WL. 
A.. WL., FX., 
M., RIR. 
A., WL. 
A.. WL. 
FX. 
A., WL., FX. 
A.. WL., FX. 
VB. 
A., WL., FX. 
A.. FX. 
A.. WL. 
A.. WL. 
A.. WL. 
A., WL. 
WL., LS., RIR. 
A., WL. 
A., WL., FX. 
A., WL.. FX. 
WL. 
A.. WL., FX. 
1,432 
3.2T7 
3,499 
5,888 
13,999 
1.166 
2,650 
6,236 
1,804 
1,093 
1,873 
1,481 
2,780 
1,683 
3,434 
2,396 
10.378 
7,634 
2,045 
1,510 
681 
29,425 
2.344 
3,323 
686 
7,605 
1,761 
22 
2,502 
15 
1,095 
210 
571 
1,699 
841 
4,109 
1,364 
240 
522 
324 
2,900 
1,385 
2,416 
1.809 
1.602 
600 
5.227 
1,094 
98 
1,661 
1.731 
908 
1,849 
781 
156 
391 
1.099 
3.906 
3.019 
100 
2.140 
0.42 
0.06 
— 0.20 
0.08 
0.43 
0.11 
0.05 
0.17 
0.28 
— 
— 0.11 
0.12 
0.23 
0.38 
0.07 
0.46 
— 0.26 
0.29 
0.12 
0.04 
0.12 
— 0.03 
0.23 
— 0.16 
— 
— 
— 0.35 
0.12 
0.35 
0.02 
— 
— 
— 
— 0.10 
0.22 
0.41 
— 0.37 
— 0.05 
0.18 
— 0.06 
0.17 
0.34 
0 26 
— 
— 0.25 
0.09 
0.13 
0.06 
— 
— 
Total 170,474 0.13 
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Make Hay Days Happy Days with a 
LINTON 
BALE 
LOADER 
STACKER 
Here's the simple way to 
pick up and stack your 
baled hay. The LINTON 
B a l e Loader - Stacker 
speeds up the job and 
eliminates backaches, yet 
its moderate cost quickly 
enables it to pay for 
itself in time and labour 
saved. 
Attached to your truck with simple mounting 
brackets, the LINTON Bale Loader-Stacker is 
driven around the field to the bales where it 
elevates them to about 4 ft. above tray height for 
easy loading. In less than a minute it is converted 
into a bale stacker to deliver bales to a height of 
13-14 ft. li-2 h.p. engine for operation of elevator 
is optional extra. Write or phone for leaflet. 
Made in W.A. by 
BARROW 
LINTON 
PTT. LTD. 
?63 Wellington St., Perth 
Please mention the "Journal ol Agriculture ol W.A.." whan writing to advertisers 
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Mobil Farm Products give peak power 
—lowest fuel consumption 
Mobil Distillate with its exceptionally high qualities, gives you easy starting, knock-
free performance. You get maximum power, clean burning, efficient fuel pump operation, 
longer injector nozzle life. Change today and enjoy the difference. 
Mobilpower Kerosene is the power fuel which gives you the benefits of the unique 
additive — Ci. You enjoy quicker switchover, peak power, lowest fuel consumption 
and longer periods between engine overhauls. Use it in your tractor for best results. 
Mobil 
Delvac Oil 20W-40 is the ideal multi-service farm 
oil. It does the job of SAE 20W, 20, 30 and 40 
engine oils and SAE 80 and 90 mineral gear 
lubricants. Obtain savings in time and money 
with one engine oil only for your cars, truck, 
tractor, loader, stationary engine, etc 
Mobil Oil Australia Ltd. 
M P D A 2 0 5 4 8 
P lus* mention tho "Joinal of Agriculture of W A . " wh«n writing to advorttaors 
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